CHAPTER XIV
ROUMANIA
ROUMANIA, as it existed in 1914, consisted of the principalities of
Walachia and Moldavia lying on the outer slopes of the great
Carpathian curve, and the Dobraja, a tract of country between the
northern course of the Danube and the Black Sea. To these were
added, as a result of the war of 1914-18, Bessarabia and jBukovina
to the east and north-west of Moldavia respectively, the hill country
of Transylvania within the Carpathian curve, and part of the
Hungarian plain. The area of the country has thereby been in-
creased from 56,458 to 122,282 square miles; in 1930 its population
was 18,025,000.
As the political and economic conditions which prevailed in
the old kingdom differed in various respects from those in the
Austrian, Hungarian, and Russian sections of the new territories,
it seenis advisable to begin by considering them apart. Thereafter
it will be possible to estimate the value of the factors which will
contribute to the economic growth of the new Roumania.
THE OLD KINGDOM
In Walachia and Moldavia several distinct physical regions may
be recognized. The outer slopes of the Carpathians are bordered
by a hill country which, in Moldavia, extends as far as the Prut, but,
ia Walachia, passes into the plain which lies" between it and the
Danube. In appearance, the hill country resembles an immense
plateau much dissected by the rivers which traverse it. On the
slopes of the Walachian valleys there are terraces which have been
formed by the rivers at an earlier stage of their existence, and these
terraces are of considerable economic importance, as they are
covered with fertile soil and frequently provide the only cultivable
land in the region.
The WakcMan plain rises somewhat steeply above the valley
of the Danube, bat merges almost'insensibly into the HE country
in the north. Although it varies somewhat in height, it
presents the appearance of a monotonous plain overlaid by
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